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The Freedom School – visions of possibility   
 
By Dr Ric Spencer 
 
Looking at the work from The Freedom School of Painting and 
considering their aims and objectives reminded me of a quote 
from the “Asso” manifesto: 
 
 Art is a weapon, the artist a warrior in the people’s struggle for 
freedom from a bankrupt system! i 
 
This seems more apt then ever after the recent Global Financial 
Crisis but I’m more interested in the way it ascribes a position and 
role to the artist which is both universal in its intent and personal 
in its application. Today the word warrior is bandied about (eg; 
eco-warrior) and its links with breaking the bonds of oppression 
ring at the level of personal ethics and the need to live 
responsibly (sustainably). But what is meant by Art is a weapon? 
Is art meant to be political, concerned with public protest, or is the 
artist as warrior more of a call to the self to break the ties that 
bind us through a more spiritual/ritualistic approach of art.  
 
In the political history of art the abstract art that The Freedom 
School aspire to has offered a counterpoint to the type of political 
protest art that involves performance and public intervention. 
Freedom, as a residual response to restraint/constraint, takes on 
more than one guise - and as much as public protest offers a 
pivotal statement, so too abstract art offers a different route to 
perceived notions of personal freedom.   
 
But if we are talking of freedom – and indeed if freedom is sought, 
then, as Foucault writes, one should first consider power – which 
he suggests is a unitary regime of acceptability ii – and if power is 
unitary acceptability then perhaps we should think of freedom as 
fragmented, countered visions, of personal possibility. The idea of 
truth in personal possibility is seductive, because it is written 
through the future projection of the self, a self calling back to you 
without restraint, without boundaries. How is this future possibility 
of self achieved? One way is breaking the frameworks of our 
primary causalities - colour and form construct the boundaries of 



consciousness (our perceived notions of belonging) so in this 
sense one route to freedom is the breaking, or disruption, of 
colour and form.   
 
Gauguin once said that his painting was not a material structure 
but a visioni. His visions become a place of possibility, a 
seductive place of truth. Through engaging in the abstraction of 
vision The Freedom School undertakes exactly this journey of re-
recognising colour and form as firstly that which limits our 
boundaries and secondly those elements which when re-
presented as a painting can engage an active awakening in the 
viewer. As Ben Nicholson wrote in his Notes on Abstract Art - a 
Raphael is not a painting in the National Gallery - it is an active 
force in our lives iii; such is the creative potential involved in art.  
 
Art exists in the space between the noumenal and the 
phenomenal, that is, between the world of things as they are and 
the world of senses as they create. Ultimately, as Slavoj Zizek 
writes, this is the place where we can find freedom v and it is in 
this abyss, this space of potentiality, that The Freedom School, 
acting within precarious times, seeks the unknown, the newly-
known, the always known, opening up new visions for all of us 
and bravely reminding us of the freedom inherent in possibility.  
 
Dr Ric Spencer is an artist and writer based in Fre mantle 
Western Australia 
 
i The German Association of Revolutionary Visual Artists, manifesto 
from 1928 
ii  Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, Volume 1, Penguin, 
1978:86 
iii Introduction from Art in Theory, 1900-1990, Blackwell, 1992:14 
iv  Ben Nicholson, Notes on Abstract Art, Art in Theory, 1900-1990, 
Blackwell, 1992:380. Nicholson also writes; ‘when critics announce 
or foretell the death of abstract art they show the same 
misunderstanding of the freedom of form and colour as dictators do 
of the freedom of the individual.’ 
v Slavoj Zizek, The Parallax View, MIT Press, 2006:88-90  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

David Giles Summer Days 2009 acrylic on canvas 100 x 100cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Charlotte O Shea  Midnight in the Garden 2009 acrylic on canvas 
100 x 100cm  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sandra Mikus Dance 2009 acrylic on canvas 92 x 61cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Maxine Murray Emergence 2009 acrylic on canvas 101 x 101cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Elisabeth Ribul  Lemon Passion  2009 acrylic on canvas 76 x 102cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Louise Paul Immersed Serenity 2009 acrylic on canvas 120 x 120cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Glenda Osterlund Our Son’s Dance 2009 acrylic on canvas  
76 x 76cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stephany Durack Sunlight 2009 acrylic on canvas 80 x 100cm  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Linda Vuleta Cull 2009 Independence Day acrylic on canvas  
910 x 455cm 



 
 
 

 
 

Carolyn Griffiths Origins 2009 acrylic on canvas 100 x 80cm 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Angela Carter Flow 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Alan Diggin Between the Lines 2009 acrylic on canvas 120 x 90cm  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Helga Kleppe Holthe Our Love 2009 acrylic on canvas 100 x 80cm 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lila Dara Heart Sutra 2009 acrylic on canvas 100 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Jo Mcneilly Wonderland 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 76cm 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pippa Niven Tropicana 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kerri Wickham St George Our  Exhibition 2009 acrylic on canvas  
80 x 100cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Sonja Vujic Tempest 2009 acrylic on canvas 76 x 102cm 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carol Hazel  Rough Waters 2009 acrylic on canvas 60 x 120cm 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mariana  Atkins Trawlerman 2009 acrylic on canvas 80 x 100cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sandy Tippett Night on the beach 2009 acrylic on canvas  
110 x 110cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ravi Row Blue Painting 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Mary Loton Gold Flush 2009 acrylic on canvas 100 x 80cm 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Terri Pikora Composition in blue 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rebecca Watson Pleasure Seeking 2009 acrylic on canvas  
120 x 120cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jan Rowe Angel Memories: Light Portal 2009 acrylic on canvas  
100 x 100cm 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pam Lockwood Space Odyssey 2009 acrylic on canvas 90 x 90cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Dianne Smith Vale of Tears 2009 acrylic on canvas 120 x 90cm 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Tina Hinchliffe Eclipse 2009 acrylic on canvas 112 x 84cm 
 



Artists from the Freedom School of Painting 
 

Mariana Atkins. Born Edinburgh Scotland 1967. Lives and works 
Perth WA. Intricately worked and developed painterly surfaces 
Atkins’ work is guided by a masterful control of apparent serendipity. 
 
Angela Carter. Born Liverpool UK 1963. Lives and works in Perth 
WA. Driven by a deep love and understanding of colour, texture and 
form Carter often alludes to nature. Her work compels the viewer to 
enter. 
 
Lila Dara. Born Adelaide SA 1963. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Award winning Indigenous artist with a dramatic, distinctive and 
gestural style echoing the intricate patterns of nature. 
 
Stephany Durack. Born Merredin WA 1960. Lives and works Perth 
WA. Derived from the beauty of nature, Durack works with the 
elements to leave us with traces of place, moment or atmosphere. 
 
Alan Diggin. Born Fremantle WA 1951. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Influenced by the landscape, Diggin’s bold vibrant paintings are 
profoundly mystical and spiritual compositions of colour and space. 
 
Carloyn Griffiths. Born Melbourne Victoria 1949. Lives and works 
Perth WA. A unique blend of materials and techniques manifest in 
powerful alchemical statements about the nature of nature. 
 
David Giles. Born Singapore 1957. Lives and works Perth WA. Multi 
award winning artist known for his expressive brushwork, luscious 
surfaces and mystic colour fields. Founder of the Freedom School. 
 
Carol Hazel. Born Fremantle WA 1959. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Inspired by her extensive travels and adventures Hazel’s work is a 
reflection of her love and affinity with the beauty of nature. 
 
Tina Hinchliffe. Born Walsall UK 1963. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Renowned for her bold design, use of texture and beautiful worked 
surfaces, representing strata of space, time and consciousness,  
 
Helga Kleppe Holthe. Born Haugesund, Norway 1979. Lives and 
works Perth WA. Delicately worked surfaces take the viewer on a 
journey into ethereal and otherworldly places of light and tranquility.   



 
Jan Rowe. Born Perth WA. 1959. Lives and works Perth WA.  
Rowe’s paintings represent her visions into a spiritual space alive 
with the play of light and colour as an expression of the present now. 
 
Pam Lockwood. Born King Island Tasmania 1955. Lives and works 
Perth WA. Renowned for her traditional watercolour paintings 
Lockwoods foray into abstraction has already won her four awards 
for her stunning, gestural colour and light filled compositions. 
 
Mary Loton. Born Warkworth New Zealand 1941. Lives and works 
Perth WA. Inspired by a book on the early goldmining days in  
Kalgoorlie, Golden Flush is a subtle yet beautifully blended colour 
composition showing the many facets of gold. 
 
Jo McNeilly. Born Wellington, New Zealand 1959. Lives and works 
Perth WA. Delicate tendrils of splatter and gestural pours and 
dribbles combine into dazzling and striking arrangement to engage 
and entice the viewer. 
 
Sandra Mikus. Born Kew Victoria 1957. Lives and works Perth WA.  
Fabulous painterly surfaces rich with colour and brush work are the 
hallmark of this outstanding talented artist found in numerous private 
collections. 
 
Maxine Murray. Born Geraldton WA 1948. Lives and works Perth 
WA. Bold, dazzling and convincing, Murray’s work immerses you in 
pools of saturated colour that you can lose yourself in.  
 
Pippa Niven. Intense bold and rich compositions mark out Niven’s 
poetic and beautiful works guiding the viewer into evocative and 
dynamic worlds of colour and shape. 
 
Charlotte O Shea (CAOS). Born Irvine Scotland 1951. Lives and 
works Perth WA. Multi award winning artist renowned for her quirky 
and wonder filled paintings resplendent with colour, form and 
unfettered imagination. 
 
Glenda Osterlund. Born Perth WA 1951. Lives and works Perth WA.  
Profoundly influenced by the Australian landscape, Osterlund’s work 
takes us on a journey into the wide open land of Australia. 
 



Louise Paul. Born Birmingham UK 1969. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Delicious colourfields evoking primordial perspectives on the 
elements make up the luscious compositions of Paul’s paintings. 
 
Terri Pikora. Born Albany WA 1958. Lives and works Perth WA. Rich 
colours, subtle textures and sensitive brushwork draw the viewer in 
to experience the nuances and secrets in Pikora’s stunning works. 
 
Elisabeth Ribul. Born Steirmark Austria 1961. Lives and works Perth 
WA. Stunning compositions of luminous colourfields evoke the range 
of human emotion in the scrumptious paintings of Ribul. 
 
Ravi Row. Born Tamil Nadu India 1943. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Stories of creation and mystical spirituality inform the enchanting and 
lusciously worked surfaces of Row’s delightful paintings. 
 
Dianne Smith. Born Carnarvon WA 1968. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Expressive markmaking, gestural brushwork and subtle hues of 
white and colour infuse Smith’s work with a luminal presence. 
 
Kerrii Wickham St George. Born  Wellington New Zealand 1940s. 
Lives and works Perth WA. Also known as a creative writing tutor, 
Wickham St George is a well known South Pacific Artist, acclaimed 
for her works alluding the rich colours of  the ocean, sun and forest.  
 
Sandy Tippett. Born Moshi Tanzania 1958. Lives and works Perth 
WA. A  multi award winning artist, Tippett draws on the colours forms 
and textures of nature to inspire her wonderful colour compositions 
providing a mystical expression of the freedom of the soul 
 
Linda Vuletta Cull. Born Perth 1974. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Expressions of her inner visions, Vuletta Cull’s work resonates with 
the magic and mystery of a deeper spiritual reality. 
 
Sonja Vujic. Born Subotica Serbia 1954. Lives and works Perth WA. 
Profoundly numinous and resplendent with luscious and expressive 
brushwork Vujic takes us on a journey into the mystery of creativity. 
 
Rebecca Watson. Born Farnborough UK 1967. Lives and works 
Perth WA. Watson’s engagement with nature, emotion and the 
senses informs her delicious and adorable paintings depicting the 
excitement of light warmth and energy. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For details of the Freedom School of Painting 2010 Professional 
Development Program visit www.davidgilesartist.com.au  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


